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INTRODUCTION

Herbie Hancock is the prototype crossover jazz musician - a player-
composer who is equally at home with "pure" jazz (that which has grown
out of the Bebop tradition, without Rock influences) and "crossover" jazz
(which draws on both jazz and rock influences). As a child in Chicago
growing up in the forties, Hancock listened to rhythm and blues, but as a
teenager he discovered jazz. In his late teens Hancock began building a
reputation in Chicago; then in 1960 Donald Byrd brought him to New York.
In the spring of 1963, he joined Miles Davis, just as Mongo Santamaria's
recording of Watermelon Man was in the top twenty nationwide. Before
joining Davis (an association which would last for almost five years), he
also wrote And What If | Don't in the funky style of Watermelon Man; but
under Miles' aegis Hancock's composition style began to change.

The first tune on this book and recording set to be written after Hancock
joined Miles was Cantaloupe Island which still has a funky rhythm, but the
harmonic structure is modal. In 1965 Hancock recorded his "Maiden
Voyage" album on Blue Note label (from which the title tune, Dolphin
Dance, and the Eye of the Hurricane are included here), which show a
further transformation away from the funky

of his earlier material.
Maiden Voyage is modal but the use & supeNgions B0 the
piece sound even more whispy and i es&%ﬂ . f
own modal tunes. Dolphin Dlnc enio tid
of the older jazz style wigR its Ygst ha chords, and the new; with
suspensions, altered cho & des offering the improvisor at least
two distinctly differen pproach the changes. Jessica and Toys
came on later albums, urther reflect Miles' influence, though all of
Hancocks tunes have a umi that distinguish them from any other
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Cantaloupe Island
By Herbie Hancoc
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6 Maiden Voyage

By Herbie Hancoc
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4 And What If | Don'’t

By Herbie Hancock
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By Herbie Hancock
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Watermelon Man
By Herbie Hancock
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Dolphin Dance !

By Herbie Hancock
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By Herbie Hancock

Jessica
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' The Eye of The Hurricane

@
By Herbie Hancock
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HERBIE HANCOCK DISCOGRAPHY

Song title Album title

CANTALOUPE ISLAND Empyrean Isles
Secrets
Dedication

MAIDEN VOYAGE Maiden Voyage

Dedication

V.S.0.P.

The Best of Herbie Hancock

Flood

AND WHAT IF T DON'T My Point of View

TOYS Speak Like A Child
V.5.0.P.

DOLPHIN DANCE

4

THE EYE OF THE HURRICA
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WATERMELON MAN Takin' Off B ;
Best _of Hepgmge H®cock
Floo@\ BS/ yf

Album number

Blue Note 84175
Columbia 34280
CBS/SONY 165

Blue Note 84195
CBS/SONY 165

Columbia 34688 (twofer)
Blue Note 89907 (twofer)
CBS/SONY 98-99

Blue Note 84126

Blue Note 84279
Columbia 34688 (twofer)
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Blue Note 84195
CBS/SONY 165

Warner Brothers 1834
Columbia 34976 (twofer)

Note 84195
688 (twofer)
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